INTRODUCTION





	It has been almost two thousand years since our Savior and Sovereign, Jesus Christ, shortly before His return to Heaven, left certain marching orders for His subjects:  "Make disciples in all nations,"  "Preach the Gospel to every person," "You will be my witnesses to the ends of the earth." However, even at this stage of the game the followers of Jesus have scarcely managed to get halfway. Probably a third of the ethnic nations in the world have yet to meet their apostle, and I doubt that much more than a third of them will have a true disciple of Jesus among their members. Half of the individual people in the world, apart from ethnic membership, have yet to hear the Gospel for the first time. To hear, let alone understand.





	What should we think when faced with such a situation?! Didn't the Lord Jesus expect to be obeyed? He just liked to talk, enjoyed the sound of His own voice? No. He was serious, obviously.


So much so that the first generation, that of the Apostles, practically reached its world. They did wonders--and that without cars, planes, radio, TV, computers, etc. Even so, they reached their world, beginning with a handful of people. They achieved all that precisely because they took Christ's commands seriously, apparently understanding their strategic effect. Alas, as the years went by the Church lost the perspective that the Apostles had received from Jesus, with the tragic consequence that from then till now Christ's commands have generally been ignored or misunderstood. Yes, misunderstood, because there are many today who think they are obeying one or another of the commands but without understanding its true meaning, to say nothing of its strategic content.





	Now then, if the Apostles managed to reach their world in one generation, why can't we do the same? Why shouldn't we repeat that achievement? I sincerely believe that all we would have to do is recover Christ's missionary strategies, contained in His commands, and order our lives and ministries on that basis. I believe we could finish reaching the world within five years!  Actually, everything leads me to believe that Jesus is coming soon, our time is getting short. Perhaps we need go no further than Luke 21:24--I take it that Jerusalem stopped being "trodden down by the Gentiles", in the prophetic sense of the word, in 1967 when the city of Jerusalem returned to the control of the nation of Israel for the first time since the Lord spoke those words. And, "when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near. I tell you assuredly, this generation will by no means pass away till all be fulfilled" (Lk. 21:31-32). The interrelationship between the return of Christ and transcultural missions is discussed in the Appendix.





	Again I insist: if the mass of evangelical believers, starting right now, will wake up to and start implementing Christ's missionary strategies, we can finish reaching the world within five years.


You think that's preposterous? Please evaluate what follows with care.





