SIMULTANEOUSLY REACH JERUSALEM . . . AND THE ENDS OF THE EARTH





	Now let's consider the words of the Lord Jesus that we find in Acts 1:8. "You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be witnesses to me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." They are the last words that He spoke here on earth before returning to Heaven, His body about to lift off the ground. Wouldn't He have chosen those words with care? Without doubt, and doubtless He expects us to pay close attention to them. Even on a superficial reading it is clear that Christ is concerned for the whole world. But beyond this obvious meaning His words contain a strategy, a tremendous strategy, a strategy capable of reaching the world in one generation!





The Strategy





	As often happens in the Bible, the secret is in the small words, in this case "both . . . and . . . and". Please note that Jesus did not say:  "You will be witnesses to me first in Jerusalem, then in all Judea and Samaria, and finally, if there is ever any people, time and money left over, to the ends of the earth." (Isn't that the attitude of many Christians, judging by their actions?) No, the statement reads "both . . . and . . . and", which is to say, simultaneously. We must work to reach our “Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria" and the ends of the earth simultaneously. If our evangelical churches, across the board, will really commit themselves to this strategy we will finish reaching the world in this generation. If the Apostles did it why can't we? 





The Apostles, and presumably the generation that they discipled, evidently understood and obeyed this strategy. So much so that in that generation, beginning with a handful of people (and without modern technology), they managed to practically reach their world. The Apostle Paul made plans to visit the Iberian Peninsula. If we can trust the tradition of the Church, the Apostle Thomas actually managed to get to the south of India! But after the apostolic age the Church, in the main, lost that vision, and that's how things stood throughout the centuries until the age of modern missions.





The deplorable consequence of the loss of that vision is that down through the centuries and to this day the majority of people are born, live and die without ever hearing of Jesus Christ. That is the greatest tragedy of all time!





On the other hand, if down through the ages the Church had always followed this strategy then without much delay the Word of God would have been carried to every people in the world and from then on each new generation would have had the option of accepting or rejecting the Gospel. Wouldn't that have been marvelous? Down through the centuries each people would have had ready access to God's Word, to the Gospel of Christ.





We can still do it, even if rather late (better late than never!). Consider. If beginning today the mass of Christ's followers will really take this strategy seriously then the following should occur: the many young people that God is calling will receive spiritual and financial backing from their churches. They should get adequate preparation, including the tools for dealing with other languages and cultures (recall that many of them have never been studied). Once prepared they will be scattered all over the world, in the areas and with the peoples that do not have effective access to the Gospel. They will spend some two years acquiring a command of the local language and culture such that they can explain about Jesus without too much danger of inventing heresy. From then on there should be conversions and the springing up of new churches, where there hadn't been any. Now then, those churches should also embrace this missionary strategy of Christ and thus they will not only begin to evangelize their own 'Jerusalem' but also their 'Judea and Samaria'. In this way, within one generation, there would not remain a single place or people without ready access to the Gospel of Christ. For example, there are indigenous peoples in Brazil that received God's Word in their languages (for the first time) only a few years ago, yet the believers are not only concerned to reach the rest of their ethnic nation, their 'Judea', they also want to send missionaries to other peoples. (I am well aware that there are serious religious and political barriers out there to get in our way; I will take them up in chapter IV, but our Master holds the Key of David--Rev. 3:7.)


The Situation in Brazil





(This book was first written and published in Portuguese for Brazil. Rather than try to 'debrazilianize' it I will simply alert the reader to the fact that the rest of this chapter was written primarily for the churches in that country.)





Here I wish to make some observations about Brazil's situation and potential. Do you think that our churches and evangelical leaders are understanding and following this missionary strategy of Christ? What is the primary emphasis in our churches? Isn't it local evangelism, our 'Jerusalem'? So far so good. What about our 'Judea'? Well, things aren't all bad; there is a visible effort to start new work in rural areas, in places that lack a church of 'our' denomination, etc. And our 'Samaria'? Since Samaria represented a different culture, like a cyst in the Jewish territory, I propose that we consider the indigenous peoples within Brazil's national borders to be our 'Samaria'. In that event, how are we doing?





To begin, of the 200 (or more) distinct indigenous groups that exist in the country at least half do not yet have an evangelical witness (in Brazil, there are some cases where a border group has access to the Gospel on the other side). If I'm not mistaken, at this stage in the game, the foreign missionaries living and working with such peoples in Brazil are now in a minority. There must be over 300 national workers involved in this work. That's a good start, but will the situation permit complacency? It hasn't been easy for new foreign missionaries to enter the country, and those that are at work often face restrictions. A citizen of the country has an obvious advantage, an advantage that should be exploited.





And what about the ends of the earth, the1,500 ethnic nations without a spokesman for Jesus, the 12,000 'unreached peoples'? How has Brazil performed there? Now the picture really gets worse. Thinking in terms of career missionaries working in other countries, setting aside those who go for a short stay, I doubt that the present total will exceed 1,000. And what are those 1,000 doing? The great majority is ministering in Portuguese, or Spanish. That is, either they are in North America or Europe preaching to the Portuguese speaking communities to be found there, or they are in the neighboring Spanish speaking countries, where the language and culture is quite similar to theirs. And there are a few at work in former Portuguese colonies, thinking that the Portuguese language will be sufficient. I believe that two hands will suffice to count the Brazilians on foreign soil whose objective is an unreached people. Fair enough?





I want to make very clear that I have nothing against any of those efforts. It is right and proper that Brazilians should concern themselves with those areas; I am in full agreement. It would be good to do even more along those lines. But a word of caution is called for--Brazil shouldn't send workers to the neighboring countries without giving them specific preparation for a transcultural situation. I have heard bitter complaints against missionaries who have been there years on end without taking the trouble to control the language and identify with the culture. They are repeating the same mistakes that we criticize on the part of the missionaries that brought the Gospel here.





Brazil's Potential





Friends, we have to change this picture; we must work toward actualizing the tremendous potential that the evangelical populace of this country represents for God's Kingdom. The estimates I have heard about the number of evangelical believers in Brazil vary widely; they go from fifteen million to 35 million, and even more. Let's err on the side of caution; there must be, beyond reasonable doubt, some twenty million evangelical believers in this country. But that number places Brazil in second place in the free world in terms of actual believers--only the U.S. has more. (We are told that China has more, God grant that it be true, but it is an underground Church and its potential for exporting the Gospel is presumably limited.) Think of it, 20 million believers! If we could just get them all mobilized and involved in terms of Christ's missionary strategies we would fill the world with workers from Brazil.





And that's not all. Those who have done the most in world missions up till now, the North Americans, are no longer finding it so easy. The American is no longer welcome in many countries around the world. Lots of people are mad at the U.S., but no one is mad at Brazil, yet. The doors are open for the Brazilian; he will encounter more facility than will many others, at least at this writing. It's our turn! (The author is also a Brazilian citizen.)





Let us cooperate with the Holy Spirit! Let us take Christ's commands seriously. Let's get behind those that God is calling to transcultural work. Let's motivate them to get adequate preparation and then move out to the  fields of the world. Let's help them find an appropriate infrastructure with which to work so as to be more efficient. It may be necessary to help in the support of such infrastructures (missions). In short, let's do whatever may be necessary to reach the ends of the earth in our generation!





But, just a minute. The hard facts of life oblige us to speak a word of caution. Emotional appeals are not the answer. A study done by Ronaldo Almeida Lidório (a missions professor and now missionary to Africa) informs us that during the five years of 1987-1991 (I think) 5,200 Brazilian missionaries went to foreign lands. Only 1,420 of them remained on the field for more than six months. Only 1,052 of the 5,200 had done any sort of training course. Of the 437 places that were “reached”, 351 were abandoned (with no church planted). In fact, all of them together managed to plant only 38 churches. Of those who came home defeated, 75% don’t want to hear of missions ever again. Whoa! There has to be a better way! No one should think of taking on a transcultural challenge without preparing adequately. That preparation should include the technical tools for dealing with new languages and cultures. Even more important, absolutely necessary, the person needs to be a true disciple of Jesus Christ (total commitment) and must know how to conduct spiritual warfare. These two subjects will occupy the next two chapters.
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