CONCLUSION





	There we have seven missionary strategies of Christ. There may be others, of course, but these are the ones God moved me to present. I recognize that the focus of the book is transcultural, but then the commands of Christ and the heart of God encompass the world. If everything was progressing nicely, if we were hitting the bull's-eye of God's plan, there would be no need for this book; we could just keep on keeping on. But since our greatest omission involves the ends of the earth, the lost ethnic nations of the world, since it is this aspect of Christ's commands that has generally been most ignored, this is the side I have emphasized. However, don't these strategies have direct implications and applications for our churches, for our daily lives, for local evangelism and ministry? I think it obvious that they do. Again I say, these truths have the potential and the ability to transform our lives, our homes, our churches, our society, maybe even our world!





	At the end of the INTRODUCTION I wrote: "If the mass of evangelical believers, starting right now, will wake up and start implementing Christ's missionary strategies, we can finish reaching the world in 15 years. You think that's preposterous? Please evaluate what follows with care." Now it is the reader's turn. Did I manage to vindicate and establish my thesis? What do you say? Do you think we can "finish reaching the world within 15 years"? If not, why not? Don't the commands of Christ carry the strategic impact that I presented? Won't the strategies have the range and effect that I affirmed? Where might the problem lie--isn't it in us? Let's review the strategies.





1)  Pray to the Lord of the harvest for laborers--being consistent.


2)  Simultaneously reach our Jerusalem, our Judea and Samaria, and the ends of the earth.


3)  Preach the Gospel to every person--for no one is innocent.


4)  Make disciples, not just converts.


5)  Live for the Kingdom of God, not yourself.


6)  Liberate people from the power of Satan.


7)  Follow Jesus' example.





	Frankly, if across the board we got serious about just one, any one, it would take only one, of these strategies nothing could stop the Church. But if we get serious about two, three or all (why not all?) of them, then we can certainly finish reaching the world within 15 years. Come to think of it, why not finish by the year 2,000?! Can you imagine it? What a tremendous present for our Bridegroom!!


Shall we go for it? Let's give it a try! It will be worth it, gang. It will be worth it!





	It will be worth it to set aside our egotism, our meanness, our provincialism, our  ethnocentricity, our merely personal ambitions, our denominationalism, in short our smallness of spirit --all things that Satan exploits to neutralize our potential--it will be worth it to set such things aside and join forces to reach our common objective. Let's learn from each other. The time is short; we can no longer afford the 'luxury' of learning everything on our own, forever repeating the same mistakes. A certain analysis of missionary history in Central America, which I consider to be highly significant, distinguished three phases in the relationship between the foreign missionaries and the national leadership that emerged as a result of the missionary activity. The first phase is characterized by paternalism: the missionaries tend to belittle the opinion of the local believers, imposing their own ideas and the religious culture of their home country. The second phase is characterized by a nationalistic reaction: the local leadership repays in kind, rejecting the ideas (and sometimes the


participation) of the missionaries. In the third phase a level of spiritual and emotional maturity is reached such that all concerned can work together in an atmosphere of mutual respect, each one contributing what he can do best. It is natural for a victim of paternalism to want to get even, and in fact some intransigent paternalists may require rough treatment, but we really must do all we can to get to phase three as soon as possible. The challenge we face demands a united effort, it demands the best that each one can give.





I propose the following. We must humble ourselves before God and His Word, doing our best to distinguish between the true values of the Kingdom and the values of our own religious and national culture. Dear friends, we must reach the point of giving priority to the values of God's Kingdom--whenever there is a clash between some value of the Kingdom and some value of our culture (be it national or religious), the value of the Kingdom must prevail. Please, people, to elevate our values above God's values is a form of idolatry! May God help us to quit it! Consider: if we proceed in that fashion we will have a common ground where no human culture is considered to be better than any other and thus it should be possible to work together in harmony. What do you think, won't it be worth it?





There are other things that divide us; polarizations exist that just might go beyond what the Sacred Text teaches. When we impose our ideas on the Text and take radical positions on the basis


of those ideas, we give lots of room to Satan to work in our midst and we become unwilling to respect each other or to work together. I will mention several polarizations, in a random order: fundamentalism vs. liberalism, premillenialism vs. amillenialism, spiritual salvation vs. Social liberation, calvinism vs. arminianism, pentecostalism vs. traditionalism, law vs. grace, reason vs. feelings, works vs. faith, humanism vs. Christocentrism, the power and working of God vs. the power and working of Satan. The topics are not equally important, and the pairs are not equally ambiguous.





I assure the reader that I have clear and informed convictions about all those topics.


I am not proposing a spurious ecumenicity. On the contrary, we need to close ranks around the fundamental truths that define our Faith. However, presumably we can agree that no one of us is infallible, and therefore no one of us has a corner on the truth. If sincere and intelligent people differ in their interpretation of the Sacred Text then it is possible that there is some ambiguity in that Text, and we should study the question with calm, care and respect. Further, if the question does not affect one's soul salvation, i.e. if you can be mistaken about it and still go to heaven, then it is a matter of


secondary importance and we will do well to use some moderation and tolerance in treating such questions. (I recognize that some questions that I would define as being of secondary importance do have considerable practical and strategic impact.) Once again, the solution is to maintain a posture of humility before God and His Word.





To conclude, I invite the reader's attention to an interesting detail. It is this: in each version of the Great Commission that we find in the Gospels and Acts there is a declaration of power. "All power (authority) has been given to me in heaven and on earth" (Matthew 28:18). "These signs will follow those who believe:" (Mark 16:17). ". . . until you are endued with power from on high" (Luke 24:49). "Receive the Holy Spirit!" (John 20:22). "You shall receive power" (Acts 1:8). The mainspring is the power that the Holy Spirit gives us. Without His power we won't make it. So then, my fellowservants, let us consciously submit ourselves to the Holy Spirit so as to walk full of His power, because in this way we will be able to fulfill the commands of our Master--even to the point of finishing to reach the world by the year 2,000!
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